
Saturday, November 6, 2010
Grand Hyatt Hotel in New York City

8:45 a.m. sharp		  Onsite Registration

9:15 a.m.		  “Get a Head Start” Brunch

9:30 a.m.		  Welcome Address 
		  New York Women in Communications President Linda Kaplan Thaler 
		  CEO & Chief Creative Officer, The Kaplan Thaler Group

9:35 a.m.		  The Winning Difference: Setting Yourself Apart 
	 	 Helen Wagner, Manager, Public Relations, 3M

9:55 a.m.	 	 Keynote Address  
		  Mara Schiavocampo, Correspondent, NBC News

10:55-11:55 a.m.		  Panel Session 1 

		  Liz Cho, Co-Anchor, WABC Eyewitness News
		  Celeste Headlee, Co-host, The Takeaway
		  Audrey Pass, Senior Director, Communications & Public Affairs, FOX5/ My9 TV
		  Alison Stewart, Co-Anchor, Need To Know, PBS
		  Moderator: Lisa Evers, Reporter, WNYW-TV/Fox 5 News

	 	 Kendra Bracken-Ferguson, Co-Founder, Digital Brand Architects 
		  Ansley Dunn, Assistant Director and Adjunct Instructor, M.A. Program in  
		  Graphic Communications Management and Technology, NYU-SCPS
		  Eunic Ortiz, Web/ Social Media Manager and Press Officer, New York City Council 
		  Nicole Stillings, Director of Social Media, ICED Media
		  Moderator: Gail Griffin, General Manager, Barrons.com and SmartMoney.com

		  Bonnie Blake, Academic Director, M.A. Program in Graphic Communications  
		  Management and Technology and Faculty at NYU-SCPS
		  Danielle Conboy, Associate Merchandising and Promotion Manager,  
	 	 Brides Magazine
		  Dana Beth Hagendorf, Luxury Marketing Executive
		  Jaymee Messler, Vice President of Marketing, Excel Sports Management
		  Moderator: Alice Cherry, Senior Director of Social Media, Standard & Poor’s

BIOGRAPHY 
MARA SCHIAVOCAMPO 

 
Emmy Award-winning journalist Mara Schiavocampo is a Correspondent 
for NBC News, filing reports for all platforms, including Nightly News, The 
Today Show, MSNBC and MSNBC.com. A pioneer of new media 
journalism, Mara is the first reporter of her kind in network television, 
traveling the world producing, shooting, reporting and editing video 
pieces, blogging and shooting still photos.  
 
While at NBC News, Mara has also worked as a Special Correspondent 
for The Oprah Winfrey Show, filing international reports and appearing as 
an on-set guest, and as a contributor to “Essence Magazine”, writing in-
depth feature articles on stories of interest to the African American 
community. 

 
Before joining NBC News Mara worked as an international contributor and commentator for 
numerous news outlets and websites, including ABC News, Current TV, Yahoo!, NPR, “Ebony” 
Magazine, “UPTOWN” Magazine and more. She has covered nearly every major news story of the 
last five years, including the Gulf oil spill, the Haitian earthquake and the 2008 Presidential election. 
 
Mara has received numerous accolades and awards: “Marie Claire” Magazine’s Women on Top 
Award for Media (2010); Emmy Award as part of the team behind NBC News’ Election 2008 coverage 
(2009); Named to “Television Week's” list of the "next generation of television news stars" (2008); 
National Association of Black Journalists’ Emerging Journalist of the Year (2007), the only broadcast 
journalist ever to win this prestigious award; NYABJ Spot News Award for coverage of Haiti riots 
(2009); seven Telly Awards, including the highest honor of a Silver Telly for an investigative report on 
NY's black market for cigarettes (2008); NY State Broadcasters Association Award for Outstanding 
Hard News for an investigative report on Army recruiting fraud (2006).  
 
Mara has an extensive multi-cultural background. She holds dual Italian American citizenship and has 
traveled throughout the Middle East, Asia, Europe and Africa, and resided for a time in Somalia, Italy 
and the Philippines. Mara speaks fluent Italian, functional Spanish and French, and some Arabic. 
 
Before becoming an independent video journalist, Mara worked as a producer at ABC News 
headquarters in New York. She was part of the team behind ABC’s newest endeavor, ABC News 
Now, a 24-hour digital cable and Internet news channel. Prior to ABC News, Mara worked as an 
anchor and reporter for CBS News on mtvU (University), also filing reports for CBS Newspath and 
BET Nightly News.  
 
Mara received her Bachelor’s degree with honors from the University of California at Los Angeles, 
and went on to earn a Master’s degree in Broadcast Journalism from the University of Maryland. She 
attended the school on a full graduate fellowship and completed her studies with a perfect grade point 
average.  
 
Mara is a member of the National Association of Black Journalists. She lives in Harlem with her 
husband. They have a cat and two dogs, all rescue animals. 
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12:15-1:15 p.m.		  Panel Session 2

	Newspaper/Wire/	 Matea Gold, Staff Writer, Tribune Washington Bureau
		  Patricia Kitchen, Educator and Journalist, Newsday
		  Monica Williams, News Editor, The Wall Street Journal’s Greater New York section 
		  Moderator: Jamie Heller, Investing Editor, The Wall Street Journal 

	 Advertising	 Harriette Cole, President and Creative Director, Harriette Cole Media
		  Dorothy Crenshaw, CEO and Creative Director, Crenshaw Communications 
		  Jenn Falik, Style & Beauty Expert and Host, MSN.com’s Beauty BFF web series
		  Suzanne Kantra, Editor-in-Chief, Techlicious.com 
		  Moderator: Mistina Picciano, President and Chief Content Strategist, Market It Write 

	 Communications	 Leigh Doyle, Director, Sales Pricing and Planning, iVillage.com, NBC Universal
		  Lauren Fisch, Sales Planner, Oxygen NBC Universal
		  Linda Gharib, Account Manager, Microsoft
		  Rebecca Taylor, Senior Assistant Brand Manager, Unilever
		  Moderator: Sarah DaVanzo, Strategic Planning Director, Trends + Culture,  
		  The Kaplan Thaler Group 

1:30 p.m.		  “Network Your Way to the Top” Snack Break

2:15 - 3:15 p.m.		  Panel Session 3

	Magazine Writing	 Joey Bartolomeo, Senior Writer, People 	
		  Robin Monheit, Editor, Network Programming, Hearst Digital Media
		  Susan Schulz, Editorial Brand Director, Cosmopolitan 
		  Ingrid Skjong, Executive Online Editor, Niche Media 
		  Moderator: Donya Blaze, Senior Editor, Mediabistro.com

	 Public Relations	 Christine Donnelly, Senior Publicist, Free Press
		  Laura Kaplow-Goldman, Director of Public Relations, The New 42nd Street/ 
		  The New Victory Theater
		  Alexandra Smith Ozerkis, Team Director, Kellen Communications 
		  Erin Tracy, Team Leader/Vice President, Regan Communications 
		  Moderator: Leslie Hunt, Associate Director, Outreach, EMBA Career  
		  Management, Columbia Business School 

	TV and Interactive 	Mayumi Ando, Creative Director, Dylan’s Candy Bar 
		  Debbie King, Manager of Brand and Creative Operations, National Football League 
		  Gillian Nadel, Associate Photo Editor, Entertainment Weekly
		  Moderator: John Burke, Director of Company Archives, Phillips-Van Heusen/ Tommy Hilfiger

3:35 - 4:35 p.m.		  Closing Panel Session

	 Secrets to a	 Lindsey Bunton, Recruiter, Condé Nast
		  Brian Knox, Senior Vice President/Director Corporate Diversity, Katz Media Group 
		  Alison Osterbur, Director, Human Resources, iVillage- NBC Universal
		  Barbara Safani, Owner, Career Solvers
		  Moderator: Vicki Salemi, Author, Big Career in the Big City

4:45 p.m.		  Raffle Drawing & Attendee Gift Bags	
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